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Despite TransLink seeing a possible 20 percent ridership decrease 
post-pandemic, the transit authority is 
considering some big plans in growing 
the transit system for future inhabitants 
of the region. 
With the Metro Vancouver area 
set to gain an extra one-million people 
by 2050, transit will be an important 
infrastructure investment needed to 
help people travel around the region. 
With this in mind, TransLink 
has released the second phase 
Transportation 2050 (T2050), an 
initiative that is involved with planning 
how the public transportation company 
will build itself into the future. The first 
phase of T2050 is already underway, 
and that involves extending the 
Millennium Line to Arbutus Street, 
and the Expo Line extension to Langley 
Centre; both are set to be completed 
around 2025. With those projects already 
planned, TransLink is looking towards 
the future. Not just which projects will 
be a high priority next, but what kind of 
technology will be used to operate them.
To help decide this, TransLink has 
commissioned a survey and they are 
looking to the public to help them decide 
what and where the next big transit 
projects should be. They are currently 
workshopping two options: Network A, 
and Network B.
Network A would involve the 
expansion of transit at both the SkyTrain, 
by 100km, and Bus/Rapid Bus lines 
(BRT). It would also introduce a new 
transit option to the region, light-rail 
transit (LRT). For SkyTrain, some of the 
extensions being looked at include the 
completion of the Millennium Line to 
the University of British Columbia, the 
continuation of the Millennium Line 
to Downtown Port Coquitlam from 
Coquitlam Central Station (of which a 
partially completed platform for that 
station already exists), and a new line 
going down Hastings Street crossing at the 
Second Narrows Bridge and completing its 
journey in North Vancouver. 
For other transit infrastructure 
projects in Network A, while BRT’s are 
being considered, they are also looking 
at the idea of LRT for some routes 
including a line from the Pacific National 
Exhibition Fairgrounds to Simon Fraser 
University Burnaby Campus, Coquitlam 
Central Station to Maple Ridge (and 
possibly Langley), and lines to both 
Newton and Guilford.
If the lines to Newton and 
Guildford sound familiar that is because 
the technology and route would be 
very similar to the cancelled Surrey-
Newton-Guildford LRT line TransLink 
tried to build in the 2010’s that was 
cancelled in 2018. 
Network B is a scaled down version 
of Network A in which the SkyTrain 
lines previously mentioned, along 
with a line connecting Brentwood and 
Metrotown in Burnaby stay as SkyTrain 
technologies, while the rest of the 
proposed lines become LRT or BRT. The 
proposed gondola to SFU—while not 
specifically mapped out—is included in 
both Network plans.
Getting Metro Vancouverites to like 
the idea of LRT could be a tough sell. 
There is wide praise for the SkyTrain 
system, with it having the reputation 
as the best rapid transit lines in North 
America. When Surrey decided to go 
forward with its plan to end SkyTrain 
in Surrey at King George Station and 
move the city into LRT technology, 
it was so contentious that despite the 
project being fully funded by all three 
levels of government, and already under 
construction, the incoming Safe Surrey 
coalition party, led by Doug McCallum 
in 2018, ran on a platform to cancel the 
LRT line as one of its major campaign 
promises. They won the election in 
October of 2018 and cancelled the line in 
their first session.
With Metro Vancouver set to grow, 
TransLink wants to make sure that it 
grows as well to continue to efficiently 
serve the region well into the future. 
Link to the future
 ›TransLink is looking for input on how 
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On April 23, the BC government under the provincial Emergency Program 
Act announced new travel restrictions to 
slow down the spread of COVID-19 cases 
effective immediately. Non-essential travel 
(meaning any travel for recreation or 
leisure purposes) is now restricted between 
three regional health zones within the 
province.
People are able to move freely and 
even encouraged to camp or hike within 
their own local health region but must 
stay within their local health region 
until at least the end of May—a date that 
Bonnie Henry says was chosen because 
it’s projected that 60 percent of the 
adult population will be vaccinated. “Go 
camping, go hiking, but do it locally,” said 
Solicitor General Mike Farnworth when he 
announced the new measures. 
BC is split up into three zones: Lower 
Mainland and Fraser Valley region (which 
includes Vancouver Coastal Health and 
Fraser Health regions), Vancouver Island 
(Island Health), and Northern and Interior 
Regions (Northern Health and Interior 
Health). There are some exceptions to this 
rule: things like work, school, child-care, 
funerals, and health care are considered 
essential reasons to travel. 
The province is working with law 
enforcement to make additional measures 
to give police the proper authority to carry 
out road checks in-and-out of the health 
regions to ensure people are not travelling 
outside of their health zones. However, 
the National Police Federation said in a 
statement that they have “grave concerns” 
about the travel measures enforcement 
citing that it will put pressure on limited 
resources and put officers at risk of possibly 
contracting the virus. They also call on the 
province to detail clear directions on how 
exactly they’re supposed to stop people. 
President of Vancouver Police Union 
and BC Police Association Ralph Kaiser 
says implementing these restrictions could 
be a challenge for police “I am hoping 
for clear direction because obviously this 
is going to be difficult if our members 
are going to be expected to act on this 
order, what implications that has for our 
members,” he said to News 1130. 
Kaiser also says there are questions 
about the restriction’s legality and how 
lawyers say it’s a measure that can be 
challenged by people who get fined. “When 
we look at a random, arbitrary stop by 
police of a citizen, is that allowed? And 
the answer generally is no, unless it’s for a 
lawful purpose. And so, what is that lawful 
purpose? There’s clear decisions by way of 
the Supreme Court of Canada around us 
making those stops, specifically to prevent 
the carnage on our highways in this country 
around impaired driving, and I don’t think 
we’re at that level by way of a public health 
order giving us the authority to make that 
sort of stop.”
As of April 26, BC RCMP’s media 
officer says he is not aware of any fines 
being issued in the province over the 
weekend and adds that Mounties did not 
perform any random checks to enforce 
travel restrictions. 
On the other side, an SFU researcher 
is arguing that travel restrictions don’t go 
far enough. Julianne Piper is working on 
the Pandemic and Borders Project which 
studies how border measures are used to 
limit spread of disease says the restrictions 
is like a “two steps forward one step back” 
approach. She argues that more populated 
areas of BC such as Metro Vancouver 
won’t see any change as the government is 
encouraging people to go outside, but not 
to travel between health regions, which is 
something that can be confusing for many 
people. Another point of confusion for 
people is the combining of health regions 
and the fact that essential travel between 
provinces is allowed without needing 
to quarantine—especially when flights 
throughout the province, country, and 
globe are still coming to YVR airport. 
The new travel restrictions have 
confused some of the population as on 
April 24, after the province announced 
these new restrictions, BC’s 911 operators 
dealt with a great deal of calls of people 
asking about the new travel measures 
prompting them to release a reminder to 
only use the line for emergency situations. 
All about BC’s new 
travel restrictions
 › Current restrictions in place until May 













Another point of confusion for people is the combining of health regions and the fact that 
essential travel between provinces is allowed without needing to quarantine—especially 
when flights throughout the province, country, and globe are still coming to YVR airport.
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With anyone over the age of 18 now able to register for their 
first vaccine dose, now is the 
best time to give an update on 
the vaccine rollout in BC. 
As of April 26, in 
BC 1.6-million vaccine 
doses have been 
administered and less 
than two percent of 
the BC population 
(89,035 people) has 
been inoculated. 
In Canada, more 
than 10 million 
doses have been 
administered 
and as of April 16, 
the Government 
of Canada health 
website states that 
529 cases of “serious 
adverse event” and 




The fourth approved 
vaccine in Canada, Johnson 
& Johnson, will be arriving in 
BC by next week despite the rare 
reports of blood clots. Health Canada 
says they will update the product label on 
the vaccine to warn people about the possible 
signs of adverse side effects after some cases 
came to light of blood clots linked to the 
vaccine in the US. Other possible causes 
of blood clots include birth control, the 
coronavirus itself, pregnancy, and smoking. 
In the same vein, the National Advisory 
Committee on Immunization (NACI) updated 
recommendations for the AstraZeneca vaccine 
to be administered to those over age 30 but 
their advice only serves as a recommendation 
to provincial health officers who ultimately 
decide on how the vaccine is given. BC 
originally halted the rollout of the vaccine for 
people under 55 years but has since given 
doses to people over 40. Bonnie Henry says 
the federal government is set to receive 
300,000 doses of the J&J vaccine by the end 
of the week. She adds that this vaccine has an 
advantage over the other three as this vaccine 
only requires one dose and doesn’t have to 
be stored in super cold temperatures so they 
can be held in fridges. “We don’t yet know if 
it makes a difference for somebody to receive 
that second dose at 21 weeks or 21 days or 28 
days or at six months or four months or 
three months,” Henry said. “We will 
provide everybody with their 
second dose and as quickly as we 
possibly can.” 
Canada is also set to receive 
more than one million 
doses of Pfizer and 
650,000 of Moderna 
but is not scheduled 
to receive the Astra-
Zeneca vaccine 
which has been 
in heavy demand 
in pharmacies 
since the eligible 
age was dropped 
to 40 years 
and up. Henry 
also says she is 
considering saving 
the Johnson and 
Johnson vaccine for 
people who might 
not be able to get two 
separate doses. 
While many 
British Columbians are 
receiving their first dose 
of the vaccine, many feel the 
rollout has been shoddy work. 
In Victoria, Jason Cridge of Cridge 
Family Pharmacy is speaking up on the 
distribution. “The vaccine distribution so 
far has been very patchy and very uneven,” he 
said. “Entire geographies have been left out. 
We have stories in Victoria where some stores 
have received 1000 vaccines and others no 
vaccines. There’s no real rhyme or reason as to 
why that’s happened.” 
Vancouver residents also trying to get 
their vaccines are frustrated with the booking 
system “I’m on six or seven wait lists,” said 
Jason Motz in a CTV News article. “It’s 
exhausting. It’s frustrating, like everything 
else about COVID.” He also says he is 
frustrated that the government encourages 
people to get a vaccine when there are no 
longer any available.
Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
to rollout in Canada despite 
reported rare cases of blood clots

















Bonnie Henry adds that this vaccine has an advantage over the other 
three as this vaccine only requires one dose and doesn’t have to be stored 
in super cold temperatures so they can be held in fridges.
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Over the past week or so, the soccer world has gone ballistic. 
Sport officials are mad at each other, 
government officials have gotten involved, 
and many fans have gotten upset over the 
newly formed European Super League 
(ESL). To understand why this is a big deal 
one has to understand how professional 
European soccer usually works. Here are 
some key points:
HOW IT WORKS
Countries like England, Spain, France, Italy, 
and Germany respectively all have their 
top-tier professional leagues (domestic 
leagues). In order to “win” the league, one 
has to have the best record of all the teams. 
In the North American sports world, that 
would mean that the team with the best 
regular season record wins, and there are 
no playoffs. 
Unlike in North America, where teams 
tend to have permanent spots in the league 
regardless if they have a horrible season. 
The teams with the worst four records in 
a domestic league get relegated to a lower 
division. This is supposed incentivize 
teams to try their best to compete. 
The top couple teams in each of the 
major domestic leagues qualify for a bigger 
European tournament called the “UEFA 
Champions League.” This tournament is 
supposed to bring together the best of the 
best in Europe, and then battle in more of a 
playoff style format. 
WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW
Last week, it was announced that 12 of the 
top European soccer teams across the big 
domestic leagues would get together to 
create a “Super League.” Mike DeCourcy 
of Sportingnews.com had a very good 
explanation of what the league is: “It’s 
meant to be a supplementary competition 
to each club’s domestic league, similar 
to how the UEFA Champions League 
operates now.”
The difference is that the core ESL 
teams would not have to qualify to 
compete. Under current Champions 
League rules, for instance, the top four 
Premier League teams qualify each year to 
enter the Champions’ League group stage.
With the Super League, the 15 founding 
members would be involved annually, with 
five teams able to qualify on an annual 
basis. The standards for qualifying have 
not yet been explained. On one end, this 
can be quite entertaining for fans because 
it guarantees that they will see the top 
teams in Europe go head-to-head with 
one another. On the other end, it leaves 
out dozens of other teams from domestic 
leagues due to there being no relegation or 
way for new teams to be introduced. This 
also decreases the incentive for teams to 
get better because there’s no risk of being 
removed from the league.
THE REACTION 
UEFA President Aleksander Čeferin 
called the Super League “self-serving” and 
“disgraceful” in a press conference last 
week. “Our game has become the greatest 
sport based on open competition, integrity, 
and sporting merit. And we cannot allow, 
and we will not allow that to change, 
never,” Čeferin added. 
Government officials also chimed on 
the issue from countries including Britain, 
France, Spain, Italy, and Greece.  France’s 
Europe minister Clément Beaune said 
“This is the consequence of a system where 
money is king, and that excludes merit and 
solidarity. We must exclude this type of 
closed competition founded on money, end 
of story.”
However, the rebuttal on the other 
side highlights how many of the major 
teams involved in the league lost a lot of 
money due to the pandemic. President of 
Real Madrid Florentino Pérez said in an 
interview that “There are clubs here that 
have lost hundreds of millions this year and 
the previous one.”
Ultimately, the heated reaction led to 
a significant amount of teams pulling out. 
As of Thursday night, all British premier 
league teams opted out of the league 
including Manchester United, Liverpool 
FC, and Chelsea FC. Whether or not more 
teams will opt out or buy in is still to be 
determined. However, it will be interesting 
to see how this situation develops over 
time. 
Why the soccer world has been going crazy
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Many athletes won’t likely be seeing too much of a change in their daily 
regimen this month. However, the same 
cannot be said for many Muslim NBA 
players who are currently participating in 
the holy month of Ramadan.
Ramadan is a month where Muslims 
from around the world fast and look to 
get closer to their faith. This includes 
abstaining from food and water from 
sunset to sundown. One could only 
imagine the kind of sacrifice this would be 
for professional athletes who use food and 
water as fuel. 
Enes Kanter, forward for the Portland 
Trail Blazers, has been partaking in the 
holy month ever since he was nine years 
old and is still doing it while playing. 
Contrary to what many people might 
think, Kanter finds much strength during 
the holy month. “Whenever the Ramadan 
time comes, it gives me so much mental 
strength, and it’s like my superpowers 
come back,” Kanter said to NBCSports. 
“It just feels amazing out there because I 
know that I’m doing something that I’m 
supposed to do, but at the same time, I’m 
playing basketball.” 
The last time Kanter fasted while 
playing was during the 2019 playoffs. He 
and the Trail Blazers had made it all the 
way to the Western Conference Finals that 
year. During that time, Kanter would wake 
up at around 3:30am to get as much food 
and water in his system as he can before 
sunrise. After that, he would go about the 
rest of his day going to practice, lifting 
weights, and sometimes have a game the 
same day. Kanter would then break his fast 
after sundown with peanut butter and jelly 
sandwiches, fruits, Gatorade, and water. 
He also looked to NBA legend and 
Muslim Hakeem Olajuwon, who also 
fasted during his day and won the 1994-95 
NBA MVP while doing so. Kanter texted 
Olajuwon on the first day of Ramadan that 
year on how he arranged his routine. He 
says the biggest piece of advice Olajuwon 
gave him was to keep focusing on his faith 
and be an example for people around the 
world.
This year, Kanter is also joined by 
teammates Jusuf Nurkić and Rondae 
Hollis-Jefferson Jr, who are also Muslims. 
Kanter hopes to use his influence to inspire 
many young Muslims from around the 
world: “I just want to go out there and 
show the example off to all the young 
generation,” said Kanter in an interview 
with ESPN’s Doris Burke.
How one athlete 
is fasting while 
still playing 
professional sports






















The Vancouver Canucks returned to the ice April 18 for the first time in 
25 days. The team’s off-ice challenges 
(highlighted by a team outbreak with 
COVID-19) have overshadowed their on-
ice efforts in a very disappointing season. 
The Canucks are on a four-game eastern 
road trip with games against Ottawa and 
Toronto.  
Before the team played their first 
game against the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
Canuck captain Bo Horvat spoke with the 
media by Zoom. Forward Brandon Sutter 
and head coach, Travis Green, also talked 
to the media and shared their battles with 
COVID-19.
Yes, the Canucks’ season has 
been very disappointing. The team has 
underachieved and as of April 22, they 
are 10 points behind a playoff spot. 
While Canuck fans, because they are so 
passionate about their team, have no 
problems voicing their displeasure with 
the team’s performance this season and 
also criticizing Canuck management over 
player acquisitions and signings. But the 
Canucks, despite being decimated by 
COVID-19, returned to the ice and gave a 
gutsy effort against the first place Maple 
Leafs. Vancouver was down by a score of 
2 to 0 and they would come back to tie 
the game and force overtime. Captain Bo 
Horvat would be the hero, scoring the 
winner at 1:19 into the extra frame (his 
second goal of the game). 
Canuck defenceman, Tyler Myers, 
was stalwart playing 30 minutes. This 
was mainly due to veteran Alex Edler 
being assessed a five-minute major, and 
a game misconduct for kneeing Toronto 
left-winger Zach Hyman in the second 
period. On April 19, the NHL Department 
of Player Safety posted on Twitter that 
Edler was suspended for two games for 
the knee-to-knee hit. Hyman is out for at 
least two weeks with a sprained MCL. 
Canuck goalie, Braden Holtby, 
arguably had his best game in a Canuck 
uniform making 37 saves on 39 Toronto 
shots. Holtby made some spectacular 
saves, including one acrobatic save off 
Leafs forward, Wayne Simmonds. Holtby 
was lying flat on his back facing his own 
goal looking like Dominik Hašek. With 
the puck dangling high in the air and 
heading towards the net Holtby stuck his 
right pad out to stop the puck. 
“It’s one of those plays where you 
anticipate the pass and try to cut it off 
and it (puck) popped up and luckily, I 
was able to keep my eyes on it and keep it 
out of the net somehow,” Holtby said to 
the media on Zoom. “Those ones are fun 
to make sometimes. When we give it all 
we have and stick together, we believe we 
have a chance to win and it was a fun one 
to be a part of because everyone battled 
in their own way. This (COVID-19) is 
something I’ve never been through before 
and none of us have and I have some 
things to work on and there’s still some 
rust, but the win creates some much-
needed energy…”
In their second game versus the 
Leafs on April 20, the Canucks were 
behind in the third period. But they 
mounted another comeback by scoring 
four consecutive goals to seal a 6 to 3 
victory. Two straight wins by the Canucks 
over the Leafs was something Canuck 
fans were not expecting considering what 
the team has been through with their 
COVID-19 ordeal.        
As it has been so easy for fans and 
media to pile on the Canucks when they 
are not playing well, it can’t just be a 
one-way street of negativity. Vancouver 
needs to be commended and praised for 
their well-earned victories over Toronto; 
they looked like a team that was playing 
for each other rather than playing for 
themselves. Vancouver still may not 
make the playoffs. That being said if 
they continue to give efforts like they 
did against Toronto, the season will be 
salvaged in the fact that they did not quit.
Other NHL news
Veteran San Jose Sharks forward, Patrick 
Marleau, passed the legendary Gordie 
Howe in becoming the all-time leader 
in games played in the NHL. On April 
19, the 41-year-old Marleau broke the 
record, playing in his 1,768th game 
against the Vegas Golden Knights at 
T-Mobile Arena. The game was paused 
with a short ceremony to honour 
Marleau’s achievement that included a 
video message from NHL Commissioner, 
Gary Bettman. Marleau was humbled 
by setting the record to surpass Howe. 
“Growing up in Saskatchewan, one of 
the first things you do is look to see what 
players from Saskatchewan are in the 
NHL,” Marleau told reporters a week 
prior to playing in his record-setting 
game. “Obviously Gordie [is at] the top 
of that list.” 
Philadelphia Flyers forward, Oskar 
Lindblom, was given a warm reception 
in Philadelphia during “Hockey Fights 
Cancer” night as Philly hosted the 
Islanders on April 18. The 24-year-old 
Lindbolm battled cancer in 2020 and was 
given a standing ovation. And during the 
pre-game warmup, the entire Flyers team 
dressed in his jersey.      
Lastly, former Kelowna Rockets 
player, Nolan Foote, made his NHL debut 
with the New Jersey Devils on April 18. 
Foote was called up from the American 
Hockey League. He became the 62nd 
Rocket to play in an NHL regular season 
game. The 20-year-old made the most 
of his first NHL game as he picked up 
his first point with an assist on Nico 
Hischier’s goal. 
Canucks on another eastern road trip
 › Team is making the best of a disappointing season
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This month marks the anniversary of the tragic high school shootings 
at Columbine High School in Littleton, 
Colorado. At the time, it was the worst high 
school shooting in US history. Later school 
shootings at Sandy Hook Elementary 
School in Newtown, Connecticut, and 
Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parkland, Florida reignited the ongoing 
debate about gun control in the US.  
On April 20, 1999, two students by the 
names of Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris 
began a shooting rampage at Columbine 
High School. The two gunmen started 
shooting outside the building at 11:19 am. 
Then they made their way inside the school 
and later headed to the library and killed 
a total of 13 people (12 students and one 
teacher) with 24 people injured. After the 
shootings, just after 12 pm, Klebold and 
Harris turned their guns on themselves and 
committed suicide in the library (where the 
majority of the killings occurred). 
As the city of Littleton was mourning 
the deaths and people injured at 
Columbine, the Colorado Rockies and 
Denver Nuggets postponed their games 
scheduled the day of the shootings. In 
addition, the NHL playoffs were set 
to begin the next day. The Colorado 
Avalanche was hosting the San Jose Sharks 
in game one of their Western Conference 
quarterfinal series. The game was to be 
played at McNichols Arena in Denver, 
Colorado on April 21. However, the optics 
would have reflected poorly on the NHL 
and be very insensitive to play hockey 
games in a state where a horrible tragedy 
occurred. The NHL later postponed the 
first two Avalanche home playoff games 
and instead switched the schedule and 
had the games played in San Jose. The 
Avalanche, to honour the victims at 
Columbine, wore a special “CHS” patch on 
the left sleeve just above the number.     
 Then Avalanche GM, Pierre Lacroix 
(who passed away in 2020 at age 72), had 
no issues with the postponement. “There’s 
nothing more important than the respect 
to our community,” Lacroix told the Sun-
Sentinel. “We are a team that came into this 
market four years ago, and the community 
was outstanding in the way they treated 
this hockey club. The least we could show 
to this community is to show them the 
respect that they deserve. We have to 
act like all these kids are our kids.” Dean 
Lombardi, then general manager of the San 
Jose Sharks, was also in agreement to have 
the playoff games rescheduled. “I don’t 
think there’s any way we could have played 
[last night],” Lombardi told The Baltimore 
Sun on April 22. “From what I understand, 
the bodies are still in there [the school]. 
We talked about starting Thursday night 
and we threw that out. I don’t see how you 
could play here on Saturday either.”  
Lacroix, then Avalanche coach, Bob 
Hartley, and several Avalanche players 
lived near or in Littleton and were friendly 
with some of the parents whose children 
attended Columbine High School. The 
Avalanche held a practice two days after 
the shooting and Hartley remembered 
the team was unable to focus. Coaches are 
often known to raise their voices to send a 
message to their players and to pick up the 
pace and work harder but this was not the 
time to do that. “We had a tough start, and 
it’s very understandable,” Hartley said. “I 
can tell you that I wouldn’t have accepted 
that kind of start if we wouldn’t have 
known what happened. That tragedy got to 
us. There are many dads on our team. I’m 
a dad, and for the last 24 hours it’s been 
pretty tough to focus on hockey.” 
Adrian Dater, former sportswriter for 
The Denver Post, covered the Colorado 
Avalanche from 1995 to 2014. He lived 
near Columbine High School and said the 
shootings were one of the most difficult 
moments in his sports writing career. 
“Well, [I was in] pure shock of course,” 
Dater said in a phone interview with the 
Other Press. “I was at Avalanche practice 
at that moment. It was the day before the 
Avalanche were supposed to play game one 
against the Sharks in the first round of the 
playoffs [...] Yeah, it was [horrible]. I had 
just driven by that school probably maybe 
an hour or hour and a half before that. I 
lived right near there.”
Dater said the NHL handled the 
Columbine tragedy appropriately by 
moving the first two games to San Jose. 
Game three was played in Colorado on 
April 28 eight days after the shootings. 
Games four and five were also played in 
Colorado. “I think the league did the best 
job they could under the circumstances,” 
Dater said. “There was no way any games 
should have been played in Colorado after 
the shootings.” The Avalanche won the 
series on the road in six games. They later 
lost in seven games to the eventual cup 
champions, Dallas Stars in the Western 
Conference Final.           
Retired NHL defenceman, Curtis 
Leschyshyn, was a former Avalanche player, 
had an offseason home in Littleton. He was 
playing for the Carolina Hurricanes when 
the shootings occurred. Leschyshyn was 
stunned after hearing the news. “It’s really 
scary that that could happen 10 minutes 
from where I live,” he said. “While we were 
watching the TV coverage, my wife [Laura] 
had second thoughts about going back. 
But we realize that it could have happened 
anywhere. We’ll be a little more cautious.”
Like the Avalanche, the Colorado 
Rockies canceled their games at Coors 
Field against the Montreal Expos (now 
Washington Nationals) and rescheduled 
them to be played four months later. “We 
are deeply saddened by the events in 
Littleton yesterday, and now is not the time 
to play baseball,” said then Rockies vice 
chairman, Charlie Monfort in a statement. 
In addition, the Associated Press reported 
two days after the shootings that the 
Rockies would also wear Columbine High 
School patches on their right sleeves for the 
rest of the season.          
It has been 22 years since the tragic 
shootings at Columbine. Adrian Dater 
said that he will never forget that day 
when sports in Colorado became of little 
consequence with 13 people dead and 
the city of Littleton in mourning. “It was 
horrible and now the years go by. Life goes 
on and people eventually move on with 
their lives,” Dater said. “[But] these were 
kids who were so young; they had their 
whole lives ahead of them and then it was 
taken away. It is awful and so sad.”  
An interview with former ‘Denver 
Post’ sportswriter, Adrian Dater
 › After Columbine shootings, the NHL postponed playoff games in Colorado
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Nerd culture is unique because it aggressively rejects dominant culture. 
However, while this should create a safe 
space, there are countless records of 
harassment within this subculture (both 
online and in-person) towards women. The 
sexism and misogyny that resonates within 
nerd culture is deep and emphasized in 
video games, comic books, and the movies 
themselves. The lack of female main 
characters in nerd media compared to their 
male counterparts, female characters being 
depicted as sex symbols in tight latex, and 
the shallow writing for female characters 
are all huge recurrent issues in nerd 
culture. There’s no reason for a character 
whose armour doesn’t even protect their 
vital organs.
However, according to supply and 
demand, perhaps the root of the issue is 
not with the media alone, but also with the 
people consuming it. 
Anita Sarkeesian is a nerd media 
blogger who launched a Kickstarter 
campaign focused on the representation 
of women in video games. She was 
harassed tenfold with her Wikipedia page 
vandalized with pornographic pictures, 
and a video game was created using her 
image, allowing the player to punch her 
until she was covered in bruises.
For season three of Rick and Morty, 
four women were added on as the show’s 
first female writers (also, all 47 of Rick 
and Morty’s showrunners are male). 
Erica Rosbe, Jessica Gao (who was also 
Robot Chicken’s first female writer), Sarah 
Carbiener, and Jane Becker underwent 
major harassment from the Rick and Morty 
fanbase. In an interview with Hollywood 
Reporter, Gao said, “Overwhelmingly, the 
person who is deciding who is the funniest 
is going to be a white guy, usually in his 30s 
or 40s who for sure grew up middle class 
or upper middle class. Someone like that is 
going to have very specific life experience 
and a specific sense of humor.”
These women were consistently 
harassed and threatened online, especially 
on Twitter, and they were even “doxxed” 
(meaning their personal information was 
put online). Many of these trolls would call 
them “social justice warriors” who have 
joined the show only to ruin it. This article 
explores just one corner of society that 
demonstrates why there is even a call for 
social justice anyway.
Gail Simone, one of the writers 
behind The Punisher (and countless other 
comics), has been the victim of harassment 
far too frequently. She is fantastically 
quick-witted, and she took to Twitter to 
say “The Punisher would be a lot prettier 
if he smiled more. All I’m saying is, give 
the ladies a little eye candy. I don’t think I 
should have to support a show that clearly 
hates half its audience by not showing a 
little more butt cleavage.” 
One Twitter user who completely 
missed the joke decided to mansplain to 
Simone that “the jab doesn’t work due to 
his backstory and personality. He actually 
has a huge plot point as to why he doesn’t 
smile alot [sic]. Try harder.” Once informed 
that Simone is, in fact, a comic book writer, 
the user continues, “That actually makes 
her case look worse seeing as how she 
should know better.” 
Simone then replied, “Dude, between 
the two of us, which one has actually 
written The Punisher, do you think?” Cases 
like these are infamous and coincide with 
the internet coined phrase “fake geek 
girl”—a term used to describe women 
involved in nerd media as people who are 
not truly interested in nerd media, but 
rather faking their involvement for male 
attention. If there’s any true label for what 
is happening here, it is “gatekeeping.” 
Even beloved female actresses get the 
short end of the stick, clearly apparent in 
interviews. Take Scarlett Johansson for 
example, who plays Black Widow in the 
Marvel Cinematic Universe. She often 
calls out interviewer’s sexist questions, 
while making it a point that her male 
counterparts do not receive the same 
disrespect. From receiving questions 
about Black Widow’s “fashion elements” 
(to which she responds, “I got the fashion 
question?” continuing with, “I wear a 
leather unitard for most of this film and 
I have been for the last ten years,”) to 
outright being asked if she’s able to wear 
undergarments with her Black Widow 
costume, despite most male characters 
having to wear just as skin-tight costuming. 
As more women push for equality 
in all aspects of society, I am excited and 
hopeful that this fight will bring forth 
major reform in nerd culture to create 
a space where everyone feels safe and 
represented.
Women and misogyny in nerd culture
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Thursday, April 22 was opening night for Born to Make You Happy, 
a visual art exhibit featuring analogue 
photography by Tina Rensby. The Other 
Press had the chance to speak with Rensby 
over the phone about her upcoming 
exhibition, shooting on 35mm film, and 
her relationship to femininity. “I didn’t 
want Born to Make You Happy to be overtly 
sexual, rather a celebration of femme artists 
and creatives in Vancouver and how they 
embody their definitions of beauty. One of 
the ways I perform my gender is by taking 
feminine photos,” says Rensby. The print 
of a woman dressed in a monochromatic 
colour scheme adorned with angel wings 
radiates ethereal beauty. With its fiery hue, 
it calls to mind a femme cupid.  
“I am a Taurus sun, ruled by Venus, 
so I am very romantic. I have big heart 
eyes for human beings,” explains Rensby. 
She is inspired by pop music, classical art, 
and astrology. Born to Make You Happy is 
named after a song recorded by pop icon 
Britney Spears, in which the lyrics speak 
of the universal experience of hopelessly 
yearning for a lover post break up.  
When creating, the concept of 
meaning exists as an afterthought. “I never 
set out to make art about femininity, it just 
happened that way. I am a feminine person 
and that comes through in my work.” 
Rensby does not ask the models to dress or 
look a certain way but instead encourages 
them to embody their authentic selves. 
She enjoys photographing them at home, 
where they feel most comfortable. “I prefer 
an organic and collaborative approach,” she 
explains. "I don't have a set idea of how I 
want photos to look." During COVID, she 
ventured outside and took portraits near 
Jericho Beach. 
While Rensby has taken a variety of 
photographs, she is captivated by women 
embodying their unique beauty; they are 
her inspiration. By taking portraits, Rensby 
has connected with other creatives in 
Vancouver. 
“My parents bought my first film 
camera, a point and shoot,” says Rensby. 
Her childhood photographs were of 
Barbies and her brother. As a teenager, 
she purchased an analogue camera and 
pursued photography as a hobby, taking a 
liking to the process which she describes 
as magical. After high school, she studied 
photography at Emily Carr University, 
where she learned how to develop prints in 
a dark room. 
To this day, she prefers analogue 
over digital. Though, she has upgraded to 
a professional level Nikon S3. There are 
barriers to achieving clear images with a 
Nikon S3 due to the absence of autofocus 
and her poor eyesight. Her Pentax camera 
is handy for achieving sharp images as it 
has auto focus. With a roll of film costing 
around $10 per roll, choosing a camera that 
ensures more images turn out makes sense. 
As for 35mm film, Rensby prefers 
Kodak Porta; however, she does not believe 
the price makes it worthwhile. “I usually 
shoot with Kodak Gold or Fujifilm Superia 
because that is what is available and 
affordable.” Fujifilm Superia is available at 
London Drugs, unlike Kodak Porta, which 
is only available at local photo supply 
stores. Shooting on film can be expensive, 
but for Rensby, this is her passion. “I’ll 
spend $100 on film and pretend it’s okay,” 
she says. If you are genuinely interested in 
a creative endeavour, it always makes sense 
to invest your time and finances into it. “I 
am so excited to show my photos in print 
because I am so used to showing them 
online. It is so good to see them in real life 
and not on a computer.”
The photos are displayed at Slice 
of Life Gallery from April 22 to April 27. 
Appointments are required to attend 
private viewings. Tickets cost $10 and they 
are available for purchase online.
Interview with photographer Tina Rensby
 › Slice of Life exhibit ‘Born to Make You Happy’
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
It’s surprising how many children’s shows make absolute bops. Of course, there’s 
a necessity to keep kids’ attention while 
teaching them, but the music these shows 
feature are way past the point of simply 
being for toddlers who likely don’t even 
understand what’s going on. In fact, I 
personally have many little toddler jingles 
stuck in my head sometimes for years. 
No—not because I went out and looked for 
them, but having an eight-year-old little 
brother means having to endure many 
years of PJ Masks, Jake and the Neverland 
Pirates, and weirdly empty shows with 
white backgrounds and a single car driving 
around on a floating street.
Back to the point, there are many 
children’s TV shows that go above 
and beyond in creating music that’s 
entertaining to kids while also making the 
show bearable to watch for adults. Here’s a 
few of them:
“Mistake Song” - Shimmer and Shine
Shimmer and Shine’s first episode 
came out on August 24, 2015. Short 
and sweet, this 31 second song is filled 
with near atonal harmonies and spicy 
instrumentation. Likely imitating 
Egyptian and Arabic music, the 
instrumentation itself is reminiscent of 
classical Indian music, as well. 
The song also has an important 
message for children, because let’s face 
it—if kids didn’t try again once they failed, 
humans would cease to exist. The lyrics go, 
“When we make a big mistake, don’t fret, 
let’s celebrate. ‘Cause we’ll get another try, 
we’ll do better next time!” 
“Color Song” - Bubble Guppies
Bubble Guppies is a somewhat new kids 
show (well, it’s from 2011, so maybe not). 
It’s fun and colourful all around, and it has 
musical scenes in almost every episode. 
On top of that, every song I’ve heard is 
great in one way or another. However, the 
one song that’s been stuck in my head 
since I’ve heard it (many years ago) is the 
“Color Song.” 
With lyrics singing, “Red, orange, 
yellow, green, purple, blue, white, I like 
them all but one’s just right,” you could 
assume it’s like every other nursery rhyme, 
but you’d be greatly mistaken. The melody 
is extremely catchy, and it brings the 
element of fun by being a tad difficult to 
sing along to. 
“Stronger Than You” – Steven Universe
I could argue that almost every Steven 
Universe song deserves to be on this 
list, but while every song is incredibly 
strong musically, “Stronger Than You” 
is on another level in terms of message. 
Steven Universe could be considered a 
show for older children in comparison to 
Shimmer and Shine and Bubble Guppies, 
but there are still enough lessons suitable 
for younger children that it earns a rightful 
spot on this list.
The backstory (in a very shortened 
sense) is that Garnet (the lead of this song) 
is a gem who is a fusion of two other gems. 
(Although “gems” don’t necessarily have a 
sex or gender, Ruby and Sapphire appear to 
be female which strengthens the message). 
The song revolves around Garnet’s 
identity, and of being a fusion of two gems 
who love each other. Fusions are looked 
down upon in this world, so Garnet is 
fighting the system. It feels very “gay 
rights!” and I’m here for it. 
One of the verses goes, “Go ahead and 
try to hit me if you’re able / Can’t you see 
that my relationship is stable? / I can see 
you hate the way we intermingle / But I 
think you’re just mad ‘cause you’re single.”
While these shows are relatively newer and 
much different than the ones I grew up 
with, it’s great to see that children’s shows 
are still making bangers with far more 
progressive messages as time goes on. 
Children’s shows that have amazing music
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Studio Ghibli has a ton of films—so many that they can be intimidating to approach. Overall, you’re in for a good time regardless of which film you pick as Studio Ghibli’s stinkers would be any other schmuck’s crowning achievement. But the standards are high for the feature films this studio releases, so here they are ranked from only worth a 
single watch at best to absolute perfect pieces that embody everything that makes Ghibli the magical fever dream it is. (Quick note: all these films should be watched with subs 
because dubs are a totally different experience… and they suck.)
Short reviews of several 
St udio Ghibli films
 › Which magical Japanese animated film to watch on Netflix
I’ve watched it once and 
that’s enough:
The Tale of the Princess Kaguya:
A film that offers a light simplistic art 
style, a meaningful story, and a swift 
kick to the ribs. Not awful but… no 
thanks.
Nausicaä of the Valley of the 
Wind:
The plot is braindead IMO but at 
least the animation is mind-blowing, 
the creatures are unique, and the 
scenery is beautiful. It’s not very 
funny or charming though—and I 
think Studio Ghibli excels at fun and 
charm and bores to death with their 
melodramatic “meaningful” stuff. 
When a Ghibli film takes itself too 
seriously, I take a nap. This film is 
often honored with the title of one of 
the best animated and science-fiction 
films of all time… but I don’t see it.
Only Yesterday:
Girl travels to her hometown and 
reminisces about stuff. It’s cute and 
has some sweet moments but the art 
style isn’t exciting, and the story is 
too fixated on the “life is meaningful” 
tone to be interesting. 
Princess Mononoke:
Some of the gore in this film is 
fantastic (love the scene where 
the guy gets his arms shot off by a 
bow and arrow aimed by a kid with 
demon strength) and the character 
design is great (love the kodamas). But, in the end, 
I hate this “too-deep-4-u” movie. Fight me if you 
disagree.
Fantastic films:
When Marnie Was There:
Sad lonely girl makes a fun rich friend. Cute hijinks 
ensue and their sweet friendship helps them learn 
about themselves. Exciting twists. The film captures 
the magic of summer vacation effortlessly. 
Pom Poko:
Raccoons-dogs (specifically “tanuki”) with big 
balls (yes you read that right) that are capable of 
shapeshifting cause a ruckus trying to defend their 
home. The shapeshifting-racoon-dogs aspect of this 
raunchy comedy film make it a must see. The action is 
balls to the wall! (Not for babies.)
Whisper of the Heart:
A cute lil’ coming-of-age film featuring a teenage 
romance. There’s a hilarious cover of “Take Me Home, 
Country Roads” called “Concrete Roads” in this 
movie. The cityscapes are reason enough to watch 
this film, but it’s not as good as other Ghibli films 
that are more friendship focused. 
The Wind Rises:
Pretty... and sad. A lovely biography film about “Jiro 
Horikoshi, the man who designed Japanese fighter 
planes during World War II.” It has many beautiful 
dreamlike scenes, magnificent planes, and endearing 
moments between the protagonists—but is hard to 
revisit unless you really enjoy sad films (and I don’t).
The Secret World of Arrietty:
Seeing how tiny people would interact with our world 
never gets old. There’s a scene in this film where they 
find a beautiful intricate doll house the tiny people 
fit into perfectly and it could not possibly be anymore 
whimsical than Studio Ghibli has perfectly portrayed. 
The boy (Shō) is an utter annoyance though. 
Spirited Away:
An overall fun and bright picture with lots and 
lots and LOTS of mythical creatures and iconic 
scenes to enjoy. The movie is a cult classic, and fans 
have a plethora of theories on the exact meaning 
of the film—but regardless of that, the film is still 
straightforward enough for watchers of all ages to 
enjoy. Some characters are super cringe though.
My Neighbor Totoro:
A classic otherworldly forest creature film where 
they make friends with a young child. It is vaguely 
reminiscent of Where the Wild Things Are. Only 
scrubs could ever dislike a film that 
features such genuine imagination.  
From Up on Poppy Hill:
This film is from 2011—and this 
means that the animation is so 
refined it will melt your eyes and 
brain into mush with its vivid 
colours and hyper glossy detail. It is 
another coming-of-age film—but I 
think this one is better than Whisper 
of the Heart because of the happy 
representation of all the social clubs 
at the school. The student spirit in 
this film is what really makes this 
movie stand out. The relationship 
plot is… strange. I honestly hate the 
twist in From Up on Poppy Hill—but 
that small hiccup isn’t enough to 
detract from the joy this film brings.
The crème de la crème:
Castle in the Sky:
A steampunk/dieselpunk aesthetic 
backdrops this fast-paced magical 
action movie. Unpredictable and 
full of unique characters. The film is 
guaranteed to hold your attention. 
If you love this film for the aesthetic 
and action, I’d recommend the 
Disney film Treasure Planet as well.
Ponyo:
Magical fish girl befriends the most 
capable five-year-old boy ever. 
The film is jam-packed with good 
humour, adorable scenes filled with 
childish glee, and awe-inspiring 
magic, scenery, and characters. I feel like every single 
person on the face of this planet could get something 
out of this film—it’s that good. Watch it with your 
mom. She’ll love it.
Kiki’s Delivery Service:
Witches often get a bad rap in media, but this cute 
and funny film makes up for the slander witches face. 
The plot basically a witch and cat version of Amazon 
Prime. A lovely coming-of-age film so perfectly 
executed that you’ll never stop yearning to be an 
independent young witch in a seaside town.
Porco Rosso:
I feel that this is the best Ghibli film the studio has 
to offer. Pigs, war, fascism, romance—and planes? 
What is there not to go gaga for? The main character 
in Porco Rosso (which translates to “Crimson Pig”) is 
a seasoned fighter pilot who has been cursed to be a 
pig—but because he’s such a hardass he doesn’t even 
care. This is the only Studio Ghibli feature film made 
with adults in mind, and hilarious lines like “I’d much 
rather be a pig than a fascist” and “laws don’t apply to 
pigs,” said while he holds a giant machine gun, really 
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While this movie is regarded as a classic, I feel it does not get enough recognition. With a 
star-studded cast, an epic tale based on true events, 
as well as Denzel Washington as the main lead, it’s 
surprising that I did not hear about it until it was 
recommended to me. Unfortunately, the film was 
released in 2007 alongside cult classic Bee Movie, so it 
understandably got overshadowed upon its release. 
American Gangster covers the story (heavily 
dramatized story, that is) of Frank Lucas (played by 
Denzel Washington), a heroin tycoon in 1970’s New 
York City. Originally the right-hand man of another 
dealer known as “Bumpy” Johnson, Lucas takes 
over the heroin trade after Bumpy dies and begins 
buying his stock from Thailand and smuggling it 
through soldiers coming home from the Vietnam 
War. His brand of heroin known as “Blue Magic” is 
so cheap and pure it eventually becomes the most 
popular brand, putting all other heroin dealers out 
of business. Meanwhile, an outcast detective Richie 
Roberts (Russell Crowe) is tasked with taking down 
local drug suppliers and his big fish is none other 
than Frank Lucas. 
It’s a thrilling saga as Roberts tries to bust Lucas 
on his heroin smuggling. He eventually becomes 
villainized by his peers as he attempts to pry open 
a dead soldier’s casket returning from war with 
suspicion that it is how heroin is being smuggled 
in. He of course was correct but is reprimanded 
by his superior for disrespecting the military by 
insinuating that they are part of the drug market 
which adds a sense of frustration and suspense for 
the audience watching. You also can’t help but be 
impressed of Lucas for thinking of such an idea and 
hope he doesn’t get caught. 
This movie’s runtime is longer than most 
(about three hours), but don’t let that stop you 
from watching it. Some films need to be two to 
three hours to depict the full depth of the story 
(like great classic film Catch Me If You Can), and 
American Gangster is one of those movies. Every 
scene is integral to the story and none deviate from 
the main plot. That being said, it only gets four out 
of five stars in my book because I found a couple 
scenes to be slow or not engaging (mostly the 
scenes with Russell Crowe if I’m being honest—
Denzel is captivating in every single scene). Fair 
warning: there are some shooting up scenes with 
needles going into arms and sometimes even 
back into infected areas. These clips are extremely 
uncomfortable to watch, but nonetheless are 
needed for a story about heroin dealing. 
American Gangster is the perfect balance of 
suspense, action, drama, with a little bit of good 
ol’ cinematic violence. One of my favourite scenes 
shows Lucas walking right out of a meeting in a 
diner into the street to competitor dealer Tango 
(Idris Elba) and shoots him in the head then walks 
back into his meeting like nothing happened—
while his associates look at him in horror. While 
there are some shocking scenes, the film balances 
them well with a little comedic relief. Another great 
scene is when Lucas’ cousin shoots a cop at Lucas’ 
party. Enraged that his business may be put in 
jeopardy, Lucas beats the living hell out of the guy 
who shot the cop and smashes his head with a piano 
door. The comedic relief comes when two terrified 
partygoers are helping Lucas clean the blood off 
his carpet and he snaps at their cleaning method. 
“Ey, ey, ey, ey! Don’t rub on that. You blot that, you 
understand? That’s Alpaca. That’s $25,000 alpaca! 
You blot that shit! You don’t rub it in. Put the club 
soda on there […] Simple Simon ass motherfuckers.” 
Denzel Washington is downright terrifying 
in this movie, but you can’t help but root for his 
character and hope he doesn’t get caught which 
speaks to how well he plays the real-life character 
of Frank Lucas. Put this movie on the top of your 
to-watch list—and you won’t regret it.
Review of biopic ‘American Gangster’


















‘American Gangster’ is the perfect balance of suspense, action, 
drama, with a little bit of good ol’ cinematic violence.
Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
arts // no. 13
• Remembering Expo 86
• CJ’s Caesars:  
Jalapeño-lime-margarita Caesar




E-girls are not much different from their predecessors, the scene queens of the early 2000s. Scene girls 
walked so that e-girls could run… away from sexual 
predators on the internet, or rather, profit from them. 
These girls have a confident internet persona that 
screams cute but feisty.
One of the original e-girls, Marina and the 
Diamonds, best known for her song “How to Be a 
Heartbreaker,” in which she sings “rule number three, 
wear your heart on your cheek.” E-girl makeup would 
not be complete without a stamped heart on the 
cheek, winged eyeliner, a nose painted rose with blush. 
TikTok user @karina.prieto describes the aesthetic as, 
“strawberry shortcake on [drugs.]”
Internet culture is inextricably linked with the 
e-girl as the “e” stands for electronic. Despite the term 
being around for well over a decade, the aesthetic first 
gained popularity in 2019 emerging in pop culture 
vernacular as a derogatory nickname for teenage 
girls in predominantly male spaces such as video 
game streaming site Twitch. In an Urban Dictionary 
definition, sub2pew explains “the difference between a 
normal girl who plays video games and an e-girl is that 
an e-girl begs for money or sells herself for it.” This sexist 
remark illustrates the denigration of girls who dress 
provocatively or act flirtatiously online. It is assumed 
that girl gamers are sluts who only play to interact with 
male gamers when in fact, the majority of girls who play 
video games do so as a hobby and for the same reason as 
male gamers, a sense of community and entertainment.
Just because some girls choose to capitalize on 
their attractiveness and online fanbase by selling 
pornographic images and clips on OnlyFans does not 
make them inherently less worthy of respect. E-girl 
and erotic actress Belle Delphine has a wardrobe full of 
pink wigs, cat ears, miniskirts, and bondage chokers. 
Delphine gained internet fame from bottling her 
bathwater and selling it for $30. It sold out within 48 
hours. 
However, not all e-girls sell pornographic content, 
bathwater, and wear bondage chokers, even though it 
is difficult to avoid hyper sexualization on the internet 
as an attractive young female. There is also the more 
androgynous side of e-girl fashion; singer and e-girl 
Billie Eilish wears baggy t-shirts, jeans, sweatpants, 
and hoodies. Eilish even commented that she prefers 
oversized clothes to avoid criticism about her body 
from the media. On TikTok, e-girls stan Eilish and style 
clothes inspired by her aesthetic.
E-girls showcase their outfits on TikTok, consisting 
of slip dresses layered on top of checkered long 
sleeve shirts, fishnets and platform Doc Martens. 
Unfortunately, the e-girls who become popular on the 
internet are often thin and white. Consequently, the 
aesthetic is less accessible to girls whose appearance 
does not meet societal ideals. Youtuber Jordan Theresa posted a comprehensive analysis of the 
whitewashing and fatphobia of the e-girl aesthetic on Pinterest. Her analysis applies to all social media 
platforms, including TikTok, where cute skinny white girls in miniskirts and fluttery eyelashes dominate 
the top videos on #e-girl. In a satirical TikTok @ripjazuschrist shares how now that e-girls are mainstream 
she has changed to a horse girl aesthetic. Changed out of a crop top, mini skirt, and fishnets into jeans, 
flannel, and a puffer vest.
On TikTok, @herondaleann showcases her e-girl outfits and shares tips on how to style white shoes, 
grommet belts, and the checkered print. Her outfits reminisce the soft grunge Tumblr aesthetic of 2014. 
As someone who grew up an avid reblogger on Tumblr occasionally posting melancholy rants about my 
teenage woes, e-girls strike me in similarity to the Tumblr girls that popularized tennis skirts, Arctic 
Monkeys “Why’d You Only Call Me When You’re High?,” and smoking djarum black cigarettes. 
E-boys exist as well. However, unlike e-girls, they do not have to hide their identity when gaming out 
of fear of harassment or sexualization by their peers. Young girls are fetishized to the point of creating an 
OnlyFans account as soon as they turn 18, throwing themselves into a job that tends to be misunderstood 
as easy when in reality can be emotionally taxing and require the skills of an entrepreneur. 
Tune in next time when we talk about pet fashion on TikTok.
Taking back the sexist 
connotation around e-girls
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If anything puts me in a better mood after a long-dreaded exam, it is Pinterest 
with its never-ending list of DIY projects 
and ideas. I happened to stumble upon an 
adorable Kermit pin and was surprised to 
learn that it was handmade. So, I decided 
to start a new hobby for the sole selfish 
purpose of creating more Kermit pins and 
perhaps other cute trinkets along the way.
As a clay novice and amateur, I hope 
this guide to trinket and pin making will 
provide some useful tips on the journey 
from the perspective of a beginner!
Out of all of the tips I’ve gathered 
from the polymer clay-making community, 
Fimo and Sculpey Premo seem to be the 
best at being handled for small projects 
such as these.
SO, HERE‘S WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
(You can get these at Michael's and/or 
Amazon)
• White oven-bake clay
• Small roller (I used a mason jar)
• Wax paper
• Paintbrushes
• Acrylic craft paint
• Pin backs (for pins)
• Superglue
• UV resin and lamp (if you want that 
shine)
Step 1: Shaping your clay friends
Start by laying out a sheet of wax/
parchment paper on your workspace. Take a 
small piece of polymer clay and mould it to 
the shape of your desire! I rolled my piece of 
clay into a sphere and pressed it flatly down, 
smoothing it over once or twice with my 
rolling pin. I added two round parts like the 
eyes for my Kermit as well! 
Whether you want to go for a cute 
plate, a giraffe, or a ladybug, I suggest 
not worrying too much about getting the 
shape perfectly. You will be fixing up your 
sculpted artwork after baking with vibrant 
paint anyway!
Step 2: Bake them low and slow
I baked my clay pieces at 110 degrees Celsius 
for 20 minutes and an extra five minutes 
for larger trinkets. They do not take long to 
completely cool down, and once they do, 
you will be left with hardened bases ready 
for a lovely coat of paint! 
Step 3: Add all the colours!
Using your paintbrushes and acrylic paint, 
it is time to bring together the colours. Be 
as creative as you would like for this step! 
It is also good to consider where you would 
want to place your pin and decide your 
colours based on the outfits. There are 
tons of ideas online that can guide you to 
making your perfect clay trinket as well!
Step 4: Coat them for a lovely shine
This step is entirely optional. However, 
I think that adding the extra coat of UV 
resin makes my pins and trinkets harder 
and shinier, giving them a lovely glow!
Step 5: Add your pin backings
Attach your pin backings to your clay pals 
with some super glue. Once dried, you will 
be blessed with some adorable pins ready 
to provide some company on your tote bag, 
backpack, or jacket as you wish!
Post-exam tinkering: clay trinkets
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Expo 86 brought the world to Vancouver. It was a precursor to future prominent 
events the city would later host such as the 
2010 Winter Olympics. But in 1986, over 22 
million people visited Expo 86. The fair ran 
from May 2 till October 13. 
The man responsible for helping to 
bring Expo to the west coast was former 
BC premier Bill Bennett (who died in 2015 
at age 83). In 1981, Bennett announced 
his plan for a world’s fair to be built 
and opened in five years. He recruited 
Vancouver businessman, Jim Pattison, 
who became CEO and president of Expo 
86 Corporation. The fair covered two sites 
(70 hectares). The main site, 67 hectares, 
stretched 4.5 km along the north and east 
shores of False Creek. And the Canadian 
pavilion (now Canada Place), located away 
from the main site, covered three hectares.   
 In October 1983, construction started 
on the first pavilion. There were challenges 
to the project, including a labour dispute in 
1984 lasting five months disrupting work. 
But the pavilions were completed in time 
and were $8 million under budget. Expo 
86 cost over $800 million to build, and 
revenues were $491 million. Participants 
spent $698 million, with the total 
expenditures at Expo being $1.5 billion. The 
final deficit was $311 million.   
Prince Charles and the late Princess 
Diana, along with then Canadian Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney were part of the 
ceremonies to launch the fair’s opening. 
For those who remember Expo 86, it was 
a big deal! Expo 86 was a global spectacle; 
news media worldwide descended to 
Vancouver to cover it. Expo 86 propelled 
Vancouver into the world spotlight. 
Notably, this was the last fair to be held on 
North American soil.           
Expo had an influential impact on 
the progression of transportation in 
Vancouver. The SkyTrain system was built 
for the fair opening in 1985. The fair also 
appeared on the cover of an Archie comic 
issue in 1986. Even late-night television 
host, David Letterman, was invited to 
Vancouver to broadcast his Late Night 
with David Letterman program at the fair. 
Unfortunately, Letterman did not come 
to Vancouver. But his show sidekick and 
bandleader, Paul Shaffer, was invited and 
attended the fair as an honoured guest.  
Buildings constructed for Expo 86 that 
still exist are Canada Place Trade and the 
Convention Centre (site of the Canadian 
pavilion), Science World (called Expo 
Centre in 1986), and BC Place (opened in 
1983) used for Expo’s opening and closing 
ceremonies. But 35 years ago, buildings that 
were brand new were the Expo Theatre and 
the Plaza of Nations—and national and 
special day ceremonies were held in these 
locations.
A total of 54 nations participated at 
Expo 86, with 65 pavilions constructed 
(41 were international, seven provinces, 
two territories, three states, and nine 
corporations). Another two were theme 
pavilions, and one was a special one 
(Ramses II containing treasures from the 
life of the pharaoh). To navigate oneself 
around the fairgrounds, it was divided 
into six coloured zones, each containing 
theatres, pavilions, rides, and restaurants.      
 The fair contained a plethora of 
exhibits, shows, restaurants, and retail 
and souvenir shops. There was also the 
famous “Scream Machine” roller coaster, 
giant hockey stick, Highway 86 display, and 
Expo Ernie (fair’s mascot). As well, people 
could take the monorail. Another option 
was boarding one of the two gondola 
systems (both sponsored by Air Canada 
and Canadian Pacific). And when people 
were hungry, there were many restaurants 
available including the “McBarge,” which 
served as a floating McDonald’s restaurant 
during Expo 86. 
There was no shortage of 
entertainment as the fair had a vast array 
of entertainment including a special 
series of rock ‘n’ roll reunion concerts 
featuring some of rock’s biggest legends: 
Carl Perkins, Roy Orbison, Jerry Lee 
Lewis, Fats Domino, and Ray Charles. 
Other performers included the Righteous 
Brothers, the Everly Brothers, Donovan, 
Bobby Vee, and Johnny Rivers. Legendary 
Vancouver DJ Red Robinson posted on his 
website in May 2016 how he was able to 
get the heavyweight lineup of rock legends 
to grace their presence at Expo 86: “We 
worked with promoter Paul Mercs and 
EXPO 86 executives to bring the greatest 
names of rock ‘n’ roll to Vancouver. Now 
we needed a sponsor, and radio legend Mel 
Cooper introduced us to Labatt Brewing.” 
The performances were held for 13 
weekends, with an afternoon matinee and a 
concert each Sunday night.        
In May 2016, the 30th anniversary of 
Expo 86 news outlets broadcasted special 
segments marking the anniversary. Former 
Surrey Mayor, Linda Hepner, said Expo 
86 helped put Vancouver on the map as a 
world-class city on a global scale. “I think 
if we reflect on what it was telling us back 
then, inviting the world,” Hepner told 
CBC News. “The world is here. All of the 
people that are moving here, [and] all of 
the diversity that exists in our region. Expo 
86 was a really strong catalyst for opening 
the doors of British Columbia to the world. 
And I think that shows every single day 
now to all of us.”
Jim Pattison reflected on the impact 
Expo 86 had on Vancouver. He was very 
proud of what the fair achieved. But 
initially, he admitted when the fair began 
he had his trepidations: “Well, one thing 
that stands out for me is the opening 
ceremonies—when we didn’t know 
whether it was going to be a success or 
not,” Pattison said in the same CBC News 
segment. “And then of course the closing 
ceremonies when we knew that we had a 
successful fair.”
Remembering Expo 86





















While sweet margaritas and salty Caesars have 
distinguishably different tastes, 
there are a few ingredients that 
can marry the two cocktails into 
one. Salt, lime and chili are a 
classic trio of tastes, especially in 
Mexican culture, anyone who has 
used Tajín is probably familiar 
with this ensemble. Cucumbers, 
tortilla chips, and mangos are a 
few other unsuspecting foods 
that taste great when salt, chili, 
and lime are added to them. For 
this reason, this recipe is rich in 
these ingredients. Knowing this, 
be aware that despite margarita 
being in the recipe name it is 
by no means sweet like classic 
margaritas—but the drink is still 
beyond fresh.
CJ’s Caesars:  
Jalapeño-lime-margarita Caesar
 › An unsuspecting combo of flavours results in a refreshing hybrid
MATERIALS:
• citrus squeezer (optional)
• your choice of glass
• jigger
• small plate for a salt rim
• cutting board and knife
• shaker
INGREDIENTS:
• 2 ounces of your favourite tequila
• 2 limes




• 1/4 scored lime 
• whole jalapeño
RIM INGREDIENTS:
• 1/4 scored lime
• salt
METHOD:
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1. Score one 1/4 lime, 
salt small plate. To 
score is to cut a slit 
through the middle of 
the lime’s pulp. This is 
traditionally done so 
that the lime wedge 
fits on the rim of the 
glass as a garnish. A 
scored lime can also 
be used to rim the 
glass with lime—this is 
what we are going to 
do in this recipe.
2. Rim glass with a 
scored lime wedge; 
do not worry if pulp 
sticks to the glass.
3. Turn the glass 
upside down into your 
small salted plate. 
Move glass around 
until the entire rim is 
salted. The lime juice 
and pulp will help the 
salt stick to the rim.
7. Dice a fraction 
of the jalapeño, 
depending on how 
much spice you like, 
you can do a 1/4 … 
even a 1/2 if you can 
handle a lot of spice. 
Add these jalapeño 
bits to the shaker.
8. Shake shake shake! Shake the shaker for 30 seconds or 
until the outside gets frosty and cold to the touch.
9. Pour the entirety of 
the shaker’s contents 
into your salt-rimmed 
glass (you can strain 
it if you would like, 
but I have just left 
mine as is). The ice 
will probably be quite 
melted by now—but 
no worries.
4. Cut two limes in 
half.
5. Place ice and two 
ounces of tequila into 
the shaker cup.
6. Use a lime 
squeezer to squeeze 
lime juice from both 
limes into a shaker 
cup. Alternatively, 
you can squeeze the 
limes with a hand.
10. Add fresh ice into 
the glass.
11. Layer Clamato 
into the remainder of 
the glass.
12. Throw some 
scored limes on the 
side and jalapeño on 
top, and you’re good 
to go! 
*Variations: for extra 
spice, add diced 
jalapeño to the salt 




» MURDER, LABOUR, AND COMMUNISM
Luana Ross
Senior Columnist
International Workers’ Day, also known as May Day, is celebrated on the first of May by more 
than 80 countries across the globe. While May 
Day may conjure images of children dancing 
around a maypole with ribbons and celebrations 
of spring, the date also is a time to remember the 
politically-left strikes led by workers. 
May Day was given this specific name to 
reference the demonstrations given by American 
workers that were looking to make the 8-hour 
workday the standard at a time when the norm 
in Canada was a 12-hour workday and a 6-day 
workweek. The first of May was chosen as a day 
to strike and protest in the states in 1886, and on 
that day more than 300,000 workers across the 
US walked out of their professions. 
BLOODY PROTESTS
In continuing May demonstrations by the workers 
in 1886, tensions were palpable during what was 
originally a peaceful protest. During an earlier 
demonstration at the McCormick Harvesting 
Machine Company plant in Chicago, a protestor 
was killed in a clash with police; this death was 
widely seen as unjust by other protesting workers. 
As the gathering was being shutdown by law 
enforcement, one protestor tossed a homemade 
bomb and murdered several police officers. This 
quickly descended the gathering into a riot. In 
total seven police officers were killed, and 60 
were injured—and somewhere from four to eight 
civilians were killed—and 30 to 40 were wounded. 
This event is known as the Haymarket Riot.
The group of people who were accused of 
committing the murders of police at the riot are 
called the “Haymarket Martyrs.” For these crimes, 
eight of the protestors were tried and convicted. 
In the end, while seven of the men were 
supposed to be hung, four were executed. The 
others were sentenced to life in prison, and one 
died by suicide while the others stayed in prison 
for six years before being pardoned.
All of these events have since been 
associated to International Workers’ Day and 
have since inspired many famous socialists and 
anarchists to pursue politics. The day isn’t simply 
rooted in violent protest though; May Day was 
in part renewed in America by work done by 
the conservative American Federation of Labor 
(led by anti-socialist Samuel Gompers) who 
encouraged cautious demonstrations. 
ANTI-COMMUNIST SENTIMENT IN 
CANADA
Canada’s first celebrations of International 
Workers’ Day occurred in 1906—after some 
had already declared Labour Day (the official 
September holiday) the unauthentic fun-and-
games and government-backed version of the 
worker’s holiday. Nearly 1000 Montreal citizens 
(mainly immigrant workers) gathered at the 
Empire room. In 1907, the reoccurring protest 
led to violent encounters, a dissipated gathering, 
and much unease. Montreal’s demonstrations of 
the yearly event were the biggest in Canada until 
WWI in 1914. 
The Communist Party of Canada (CPC), 
founded in 1921, brought a lot of popularity 
to the event until they were declared illegal in 
1931. Due to strong anti-Communist sentiment, 
the May Day demonstrations were repressed 
by the police. The CPC was given freedom once 
again in 1936 and May Day celebrations popped 
up in several places in western Canada—and 
dominated Labour Day in some of these areas. 
Edmonton, Winnipeg, and Vancouver all 
participated in International Workers’ Day events 
at this point. But in 1945 and onwards, as WWII 
ended and the Cold War begun, the day again 
faced contempt from a population with great 
disdain for communism. The pendulum shifted 
again, in Quebec especially, during the 1970s. 
While demonstrations occurred in western 
Canadian cities like Winnipeg and Vancouver, 
Quebec was experiencing a radical union 
movement, so the day was celebrated on a much 
more significant scale than other areas of Canada.
IS LABOUR DAY THE VANILLA 
VERISON OF MAY DAY?
Labour Day is a separate event—and a statutory 
holiday unlike International Workers’ Day in 
Canada. (In some countries, the day is an official 
holiday that workers have off.) The first Monday in 
International Workers’ Day’s 
association to communism was 
even harder to shake after the 
Soviet Union adopted the holiday 
in hopes that the working classes 






















September is Labour Day, and some see a stark 
contrast between the two often confused days. 
Some see the bonding of the working class 
as what defines International Workers’ Day. 
Others—like the Montreal trade and labour 
council according to historian Jacques Rouillard—
find May Day’s ties to socialism and communism 
too negative to bear and instead celebrate Labour 
Day. International Workers’ Day’s association to 
communism was even harder to shake after the 
Soviet Union adopted the holiday in hopes that 
the working classes of the US and Europe would 
band together against capitalism. Labour Day has 
its own share of negative associations; the Nazis 
officiated Labour Day in 1933… and banished free 
unions and essentially ended the German labour 
movement the day after establishing Labour Day.
Even though some may have distaste for one 
day or the other, the two events were similarly 
borne from the needs and desires of the working 
class. Spring and fall were popular periods for 
Canadian workers to march and demonstrate 
and, as early as 1880 according to SFU professor 
Mark Leier in The Tyee, Labour Day celebrations 
by workers consistently reoccurred during May 
and September. Some even say that the origin 
of Canada’s Labour Day was the 1872 Toronto 
printers’ strike which had one tenth of the 
population of the city in attendance. The printers’ 
strike led Conservative Prime Minister John. A 
Macdonald to decriminalizing unions in Canada 
(some point out the election right around the 
corner as a motivator for Macdonald). 
Many Canadian workers were calling for 
an official Labour Day, but the day was being 
celebrated in several ways regardless of official 
status. The event was so well supported in 
Canada that in 1882, an American witnessed the 
labour demonstrations in May in Toronto and was 
compelled to bring together the first unofficial 
American labour day the following September. 
Finally in 1894 the Canadian government 
made Labour Day a reality after seeing the US 
officiate the date—and chose the first Monday 
of September for the holiday. Some more radical 
theories state that the date was chosen by 
conservative governments to take attention away 
from May Day, but that theory has no evidence 
according to Leier and instead other factors 
like the end of harvest and the unofficial use of 
September by workers previously are likely what 
was considered.
Both Labour Day and May Day come with rich 
and similar histories despite what critics will tout 
about the separate days. Whether or not it’s 
necessary to officiate both dates, abolish one 
event, or simply leave the politically left leaning 
International Workers’ Day status unofficial will 
be answered as time passes. In the past, when 
the left-leaning labourers were strong in numbers 
they would celebrate May Day whenever it fell 
regardless of whether or not it was in the middle 
of the week. During years where they could not 
rally much spirit, they pushed the event to the 
weekend when more people could spare time. 
This year the date falls on a Saturday and during 
the COVID-19 pandemic so few answers will be 
offered about the strength of the support for 
International Workers’ Day this year. 
Some more radical theories state that the date 
for Labour Day in September was chosen by 
conservative governments to take attention away 
from May Day, but that theory has no evidence.
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Sampling Camping: Sunnyside Campsite
samplingcamping.ca
 › A campsite that not only is on the sunny side of Cultus Lake, but also offers clean bathrooms
Overall campground rating: 
    
Camping season has arrived, and 
while most public camping spots 
have been snatched up for the 
remainder of the summer, some 
private camping spots remain. So, 
instead of scrolling through Google, 
take a look at Sampling Camping. 
We have compiled the most 
necessary components of different 
private campsites via our first-hand 
experience. 
This campsite is in Chilliwack, 
situated on Cultus Lake, and it 
contains over 350 campsites. The 
prices at this campsite vary slightly 
according to what type of campsite 
you stay in (full hook-up, beachfront, 
double tenting, regular tenting, view 
tenting). As well as when you stay 
(high season, low season, regular 
weekend, long weekend, weekday). 
If you are tenting during the summer, 
you are looking at around $45 a 
night. One thing worth noting is that 
if you book in advance there is a $20 
reservation fee!
Accessibility from the city: 
    
You could cycle to this campsite if 
you were so inclined; you do not 
encounter a single dirt road while en 
route to Sunnyside. Regardless if you 
drive a SMART car, Volvo from the ’80s 
or an Evo, you will probably be able to 
make it to this spot.
Bathroom situation:
    
If you are a camper that prefers 
a proper washroom, (opposed to 
going in the great outdoors), you 
will be happy with the three-stall 
washrooms at Sunnyside. There are 
nine washrooms spread throughout 
the campsite and they even have 
mirrors… real mirrors, not one of 
those uneven reflective squares that 
distort your face which is often found 
in public washrooms. Not to mention, 
despite a lake being close by, the 
toilet seats nor floor were covered in 
puddles. Anyone who has been to a 
public washroom near a body of water 
knows this is not usually the case, so 
it was definitely a pleasant surprise to 
find a dry washroom!
Showers:
    
Inside the washrooms, there is a dark 
tiled room that contains a shower. 
Aside from the shower’s slightly 
claustrophobic location, they are 
great; not only do they offer hot water, 
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The proximity of campsites to one another: 
     
Sunnyside has over 350 campsites, so you can 
only imagine how jam-packed they are to one 
another. Fortunately, all the trees contribute to 
a bit of privacy.
Lake situation: 
    
Cultus Lake is great; it is relatively warm—so, 
swimmable, and there is not a mound of  
motorized boats on the lake dirtying the water.
Dock:
     
Sunnyside has both an expansive beach and 
seven docks—seven! During my experience at 
this beach, the docks were never crowded as 
they can get when a body of water only has 
one or two docks.
Uncomfortably close to the highway: 
The campsite is just to the side of the Colum-
bia Valley Highway, so while it is extremely 
convenient to drive to (no 4X4ing!), it is not 
the most serene. Either side of the highway is 
dotted with trees, but unfortunately, they do 
not fully conceal the visual of passing vehicles 
nor their sound.
Other amenities:
     
If you play basketball or volleyball, you are in 
luck, Sunnyside has courts for each. They also 
have a park for the kiddos. And, if you plan on 
staying at the campsite for a long time, you 
are in luck again, because they also have a 
laundry room!
Trees: 
This may seem silly to include, but I have 
camped in fields before, which oddly felt like I 
was sleeping in a school soccer field. To  
answer the question: yes, Sunnyside has a 
fair number of trees scattered throughout the 
campsite. So, despite being reasonably close 
to the highway, you still get the feeling that 
you are in a Beautiful British Columbia  
camping ad. Not to mention that if you are 
prone to getting sunburnt, or do not like being 
in the direct sun, you are in luck, these trees 
umbrella most of the camping spots.
So, what are you waiting for? Us Vancouverites 
only have a few months of good, warm  
weather, why not make the most of it and 
spend some time out in nature.
OpiniOns
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• How should we consider this issue within 
the context of identity politics?





Twitter has made short-form political content popular. There’s no denying 
the use of social media platforms in 
politics (e.g., rallying people in the name 
of activist causes, exposing unjust actions 
to large groups of people), but it’s too easy 
to bypass the necessary components of 
setting up a fair and logical argument. If 
one is trying to condense their political 
message to the average tweet length of 33 
characters, omitting all the links to relevant 
data and the testing method used / sample 
size / potential shortcomings of a study for 
example is often necessary. 
With so few characters to play with as 
well (Twitter’s maximum character count 
is 280), making sure the short message 
packs a punch is necessary if you’re looking 
for attention. Making comparisons to 
historical genocides is a common method 
social media users rely on to highlight 
their ideas. Short-form content creates this 
need to set your political message on fire 
to get eyes on it; but prioritizing anything 
but clear concise arguments in politics 
quickly leads to issues. False equivalencies 
occur because comparing your political 
message to something less drastic and 
more reasonable wouldn’t garner the 
same attention. It’s easy to be dishonest 
and commit the lie of omission when 
you’re trying to make your point as simple 
and punchy as possible. Clarifying what 
statements are value judgements (with 
phrases like “I feel that” or “it is my opinion 
that”) ruins the flow of a tweet and makes 
for clunky sentences.
And while oversimplification is a 
consistent issue in politics, I feel that the 
issue of short-form political content is 
especially problematic when considering 
that several studies state people’s 
attention spans are getting increasingly 
shorter (and social media only grows in 
popularity). A 2014 study by Microsoft of 
2,000 Canadians showed that nearly 50 
percent of Canadians reported problems 
concentrating—and this is statement “is 
higher among early tech adopters (68 
percent), heavy social media users (67 
percent) 18-24-year-olds (67 percent), and 
heavy multi-screeners (57 percent).” 
The Government of Canada’s website 
cites studies from a website called Statistic 
Brain: “The average percentage of words 
read on a single Web page is about 28 
percent; but if the Web page’s word count 
is under 110 words, the average percentage 
read is 49 percent.” And while short 
attention spans aren’t necessarily a negative 
thing (as you can just do the essential work 
in short periods of time, for example) when 
it comes to political content especially, 
digestible bits of information aren’t 
enough—but they are a very common way 
for political messages to be shared and 
circulated now.
It’s human to get caught up in the 
emotion of a short and powerful message 
(and maybe that’s what people are taking 
advantage of), but as short-form political 
content becomes dominant, it is our 
responsibility to check when we’ve formed 
our opinion on irresponsibly small bits 
of information that was made specifically 
with succeeding on social media in mind.
Does your political message pack a punch?
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Opinions Editor
The problem with being a pro-gun liberal is that you’re always on the 
wrong side of that debate. Liberals hate you 
because you support ownership of what 
they consider to be evil and horrific murder 
devices and pro-gun conservatives hate you 
because you support anti-gun lawmakers. 
Luckily, 2020 has forced a change wherein 
both groups have become a bit better 
exposed to the others point of view; in 
turn, you would hope that the thought 
leaders of the pro-gun world would have 
evolved their arguments as a result. Enter 
Colion Noir. 
Noir is a Texas-based lawyer and well-
known Second Amendment advocate. At 
one point he seemed to be the only black 
guy working for the NRA, but recently he 
has maintained his social and traditional 
media presence in the hopes of defending 
the right to keep and bare arms. Recently, 
he made his third appearance on The Joe 
Rogan Experience. Unfortunately, despite 
the millions of new gun owners in America 
(many of whom are liberals), Noir managed 
to completely miss the real concerns that 
motivate gun control, reiterate straw man 
arguments, and justify America’s gun 
violence through bad science. 
At one point in a YouTube promo 
clip, Noir explicitly states the thing 
that pushes many people to support 
gun control: “When people feel some 
random yo-yo can walk into a store and 
start shooting people it terrifies them, 
which is understandable.” However, he 
then completely ignores how this would 
motivate those same people to want to 
restrict said “random yo-yo” accessing 
guns in favor of an absurd argument (in 
the full Spotify exclusive podcast) that 
Michael Bloomberg wants to control the 
population to protect his wealth. 
I have been following Noir for a few 
years and normally he is a smart guy, but 
this is a clear case of drinking the Kool-Aid 
till it rots your brains. Though he and I 
agree on America’s legal 
protection of the right to 
self-defence, he fails to 
realize that most people 
don’t want to live in a 
world where they have 
to carry a firearm for 
protection. In his efforts 
to maintain the right to 
bare arms, Colion Noir 
has clearly forgotten that 
people don’t want to see 
their daily trip to Starbucks 
as a potential life-or-death 
gamble. Nor do they want to 
worry about some “random 
yo-yo” attacking a school. Worse still, 
earlier in the same clip Noir acknowledges 
that it is an incredibly narrow segment of 
society that truly are killers. Why then does 
he not see that the majority of society does 
not want to be put into a situation where 
they would have to use deadly force?
In a second clip, Noir finds himself 
arguing that America doesn’t have a real 
gun violence problem at all. He starts of 
by saying: “[there are] 400 million guns 
in this country, if we [gun owners] were 
a problem, you’d know it.” The argument 
is essentially that since there 
are more guns than people 
in America, if the majority or 
even half of gun owners were 
evil murderers, the deaths 




for Colion, that’s 
exactly how most people who don’t have 
connections to the gun community feel. 
Noir fails to realize that this argument fails 
flat for the people who are even nominally 
supportive of gun control. But he makes 
matters worse by doubling down on the 
idea that America doesn’t lead the world in 
gun deaths. 
In a manner he is right; if you go by 
the per capita numbers, America is 20th in 
the world in firearm death rates (according 
to the PBS chart used). Unfortunately, 
many of those preceding America are poor 
or developing countries who have had their 
governments wrecked by CIA operations 
and the failed American war on drugs. Noir 
is almost literally arguing that countries 
that often lack running water and well 
functioning governments having more 
murders per capita ameliorates America’s 
problem. Never mind that America is 
second in absolute numbers or that almost 
none of America’s peer countries are on the 
list (Greenland being the exception with 
its 13 murders in a population of 56,000). 
Noir sidesteps the simple fact that when 
compared to similarly developed countries 
(or even many less developed countries) 
America’s murder rate is an aberration.  
I have come to the unfortunate 
realization that the quality of the American 
gun control debate dictates how Canadians 
feel about gun control here. As American 
media trickles over the border, people 
will take the information that speaks 
best to them, irrespective of the reality 
of Canadian gun laws or our issues. 
Unfortunately, this means that the people 
who rely on poor arguments, ignoring the 
core issue of safety that motivates gun 
control votes and “out of my cold dead 
hands” rhetoric will get the most speaking 
time and in turn will screw over us poor 
Canucks. For better or for worse, legal gun 
ownership will die on both sides of the 
border solely due to the inability of a few 
talking heads to create better arguments. It 
won’t make anyone safer, but it’ll certainly 




















Last year, musician Halsey made headlines for her direct response 
to a Twitter user that had criticized 
her for saying “let black people speak” 
instead of “let our people speak.” 
For context, Halsey’s father is black 
but her mother is white, so she does 
not present as a POC. The unnamed 
Twitter user took issue with her 
statement and viewed it as racist; 
Halsey’s response clarified that she 
felt that it would be wrong for her to 
say “we” as she is “not susceptible to 
the same kind of violence” as other 
black people who don’t pass for white 
as she does. 
This aspect of white-passing 
(that Halsey properly acknowledges) 
necessitates that people of colour who 
look white understand that they are 
granted privileges that other people 
of colour are not granted. And while 
this is one of the most pressing and 
relevant issues around white-passing, 
identity politics have brought forward a 
few other issues for those who white-
pass. For example, when Rami Malek 
portrayed an Egyptian pharaoh in the 
film Night at the Museum: Secret of 
the Tomb, there was a popular post 
from a Tumblr user asking why they 
had a white guy play an Egyptian—and 
another user replied “please tell me 
you’re joking. That is Rami Malek. HE 
IS EGYPTIAN!”
I caught myself making basically the 
same criticism when watching Iranian-
American actress Nasim Pedrad in the 
2019 live-action version of Aladdin. I 
understand that people are fed up with 
Western media not properly portraying 
people of colour—but it is wrong to 
invalidate the cultural heritage of those 
who white-pass and jump the gun 
invalidate people’s cultural identity 
before we have all the information. 
Many people who white-pass 
uphold the traditional values of their 
parents’ culture. The ideals that 
were passed down to them may fuel 
a strong identity intimately tied to 
their background even though they 
white-pass; failing to recognize that 
there are many white-skinned people 
who are culturally diverse invalidates 




Well-known Second Amendment advocate 
offers flimsy pro-gun arguments
 › How should we consider this issue within 
the context of identity politics?
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Matthew Fraser
Opinions Editor
By now, most people have seen that there are certain things you just can’t 
talk about. 
Many high-profile cancellations 
have made it clear that certain ideas 
are considered unacceptable or at least 
hazardous to one’s career. When JK 
Rowling tweeted her now infamous 
comments on transgenderism this was 
documented by the media response and 
fan backlash. Mario Lopez was roundly 
criticized and condemned for his skeptical 
comments about children transitioning 
and Richard Dawkins has recently had his 
“Humanist of the Year” award stripped for 
comments he made on the same subject. 
Clearly, this is a conversation where one 
side is seen as right and humane and the 
other is wrong if not evil. 
But in the process of rushing forward 
to defend and always protect against the 
truly hateful attacks against transgender 
people, it seems the movement has run 
full tilt in the opposite direction with 
little regard legitimate caution. Despite 
this, I have noticed a strange but not at all 
disheartening thing: there are people who 
don’t quite agree with the parameters of 
this conversation though they fully support 
transgender rights. For some people, kids 
are just too young to decide on their own 
as these decisions are too permanent and 
should not be rushed. This is usually said 
not with malice but with a somewhat 
confused air of good will. For a lot of people 
who have not dedicated time to this debate 
it’s almost bewildering that someone 
would say otherwise. Though I have been 
following the debate for awhile now, I was 
almost always one of those people who 
could never shake the unease that things 
were going too fast.
However, it was not the science or 
the statistics that forced a shift in my 
opinion, it came from reading the stories of 
transgender people recounting their youth 
and coming of age. I was struck not so long 
ago by the story of Abby Stein. Stein grew 
up an ultraorthodox Hasidic Jew in New 
York; her upbringing was so strict that she 
did not learn English until the age of 20 
despite living in New York her whole life. In 
a column for the BBC, she recalled a prayer 
that she used to recite as a child before bed 
saying: “Holy creator, I’m going to sleep 
now and I look like a boy. I am begging 
you, when I wake up in the morning, I want 
to be a girl.” Clearly, no one can know the 
totality or diversity of human experiences, 
but I never really got what was meant 
by “born in the wrong body” until I read 
that. The concept of rejecting the physical 
manifestation of yourself never quite 
seemed real to me until the image was 
displayed in such a simple way. 
The tragedy of the circumstance 
was further displayed by a recent Redfish 
Stream mini documentary on  Kenya 
Cuevas. In it,  Cuevas recounts the abuse 
she suffered at the hands of her own family, 
driving her into homelessness at the age of 
nine. She recounts becoming a sex worker 
the following year and contracting HIV by 
the age of 13. As she grew older, she began 
to make close connections with other 
transgender sex workers and was present 
at the murder of one of her closest friends. 
Again, it’s clear to me that experiences of 
others are almost totally unknowable, but 
they are certainly no less real.
As I watched the ongoing political 
developments south of the border, I was 
shocked to find myself agreeing with 
Republican governor Asa Hutchinson after 
he vetoed an anti-trans bill. In an interview 
with conservative firebrand and Fox News 
commentator Tucker Carlson, Hutchinson 
defended his veto by saying that the state 
need not be involved with the medical 
decisions concerning a family as Carlson 
pushed and cajoled, Hutchinson held firm 
against the accusation that his choice was 
unconservative. Ultimately (and I’m likely 
late to this conclusion), Hutchinson is right. 
It’s not up to those uninvolved to throw 
our hats in the ring and demand speaking 
time. At best, we are only required to 
consider someone else’s story and protect 
their freedoms. We need not approve or 
even argue our disapproval; we can feel 
whatever, but it was never our choice to 
begin with. These decisions are not meant to 
be dragged into the political arena at all. If 
anything, the fact that this has become such 
a political divide should be evidence of the 
hubris of those who feel they must use the 
government to control others. 
Just a few weeks ago, Vancouver was 
host to a rally decrying transgender rights 
led by former MP Derek Sloan and the 
Peoples Party of Canada leader Maxime 
Bernier. Though I understand the ideas 
of the recent protestors here in this city, 
their goals seem less to do with protecting 
children, and more to do with bludgeoning 
the opposing ideolog. Simultaneously, in 
a horrifying misuse of power, a Florida law 
proposed genital inspections to prevent 
transgender children from competing in 
sports with similar laws being proposed 
in other Conservative-led states. Any 
proposition that requires an official to 
inspect children’s genitalia for sporting 
events can’t be seen as anything but 
disgusting. Still, people should be able to 
say that which they wish no matter how 
disagreeable it may be, however, using 
the government to push these acts must 
remain out of bounds. 
Unfortunately, for society to work we 
must tolerate a level of intolerance despite 
are strongest urges not to. I doubt that this 
debate will cease to be any less contentious 
anytime soon, but its worth at least 
separating the truly transphobic from the 
well-meaning expressing concerns where 
they have no involvement. We may never 
be able to get a consensus on this issue but 
moving it out of the political arena will 
likely be the best we can hope for. 
When gender identity is scrutinized 
by the political sphere







































































for a hue different 
current 
previous to     slipping 
incoherent
previous to     their reminder
of favorable reception apparent




































“did you see her
blowin’ dust, coughin’ windpipes.”
so slow
all these shadows seem to move,







echoing all through the city.
do these ladies want a piece of me?
I’ve got shorts on at three degrees.
they’re telling me to leave,
get used to a little knee.
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
I do not chase, I attract. 
What belongs to me will simply find me. 
Thus, I can be carefree 
when the bad times are stacked 
with misfortune. 
 
All day I’ve suffered deaths and woes. 
Sorrowfully believing the rest of the week 
will be the same. Despite the bleak 
surrounding me, the universe throws 
me for a loop. 
 
I can no longer believe what I believe to be fact 



















Space Geographer Returns: Part 13
Morgan Hannah
Life & Style Editor
The thing is, falling through the air is a slow sensation. You feel every second of it. 
I made the decision to jump, hoping the 
sand breaks my fall and not my bones, but really, 
would it be so terrible if it did that too? 
The only description I have left for what 
is happening to me is that I think I am going 
through some kind of metamorphosis, like a 
caterpillar does when it changes into a butterfly. 
Only, I don’t think my change will be quite as 
beautiful. In fact, I’ve never felt so close to some 
bewildering state between dead and alive before. 
Where it used to itch, my body now feels like 
sandpaper inside and out. The numbness in my 
fingers has spread well into my arms, and these 
large green boils are surfacing all across my skin. 
No, it wouldn’t be too terrible if the sand 
broke me at all. I close my eyes, waiting for impact. 
It never occurs.  
Like a lightning strike, my molecules 
are zapped up and spread apart, as I am 
rematerialized elsewhere. At last, my rescue party 
has arrived. 















































61. ____ between the lines
63. Juan's father









1. Astronomer Carl ____
2. Unattended




















34. "Of ____ I Sing"
35. Sunbathes
36. And so forth (Abbr.)
38. CT time zone
41. Rudolph, e.g.
42. Jazz singer ____ Fitzgerald
45. Compass reading (abbr.)
47. Speech problem
50. Distort






















Our final virtual front desk drop
in session and the final day to
apply for the Emergency Food
Bank is Friday April 23rd.
The DSU offices will still be open
Monday-Friday, 10am-3pm.  
(until further notice)
WITH YOUR FINALS
& EXAMS!
GOOD LUCK 
You Got This!
